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For in doing that you forsook humanity in favour of merci-
less and unscrupulous imperialism. You accept, in principle,
all the consequences of those enterprises of violence: the
death of 26,370 women and children in the concentration
camps in South Africa, the death and sufferings of hundreds
of thousands of little children of the Central Powers by
the mpnsbrous blockade, the unemployment without end to
which the British working classes are condemned, etc., etc.,
all the horror and shame, physical and moral, consequent
upon the Great War. We are convinced that you did not
foresee such an ocean of misery and decadence. We willingly
believe you when you declare that you never wished to
act otherwise than in the sense of Ahimsa. But we ask you
whether the world war has not shown sufficiently that if
one desires above all Ahimsa for men, one must at once
break with 2*py system of national defence based on violence.
Do not imagine that we refuse to defend our rights and
liberties. We wish, indeed, to defend them in the most
sublime manner, by remaining faithful to the noblest tradi-
tions of secular Christianity and modern socialism. Even
if we considered to be just the cause for which our nation
would be fighting in a supposed war, we would only come
to its aid in our own fashion, because over and above our
country, as well as for the sake of that country, we would
have to uphold universal humanity.

These arguments hold good still more today when,
as everyone knows, the chief question is this: In what
manner will humanity free itself as quickly as possible
from that unworthy expedient, war, an expedient which is
an unparalleled menace for all, vanquished and victors
alike? We must inevitably raise international relations to
a higher level, else humanity will be lacerated to such an
extent, physically, morally and intellectually, that it will
perhaps never recover-
Now, just when the courageous women of the American
section of the International Women's League for Peace and
Liberty are asserting with reason that all war is today
civil war, because of the economic and intellectual inter-
dependence of all nations, just when Western nations,
after a frightful  experience,  are beginning  to  recognize